
 
 

ELFENWORKS FOUNDATI ON ANNOUNCES NEW FILM ,  
PARTNERS WITH CAMPUS MOVIEFEST TO BRING 

COLLEG E CAMPUSES NATIONWI DE ÔIN HARMONY WITH HOPEÕ 
 

New Category at WorldÕs Lar gest Student Film Festival  
To Focus on Domestic Pover ty Solutions 

 
NEW YORK (July 26, 2007) – Recognizing film as an effective medium for change, The 
Elfenworks Foundation has a new film, Faces of Poverty, and announces plans to work with 
Campus MovieFest (CMF) to create a new category for this year’s nationwide festival 
beginning in August.  The category will be a ‘call and response,’ calling thousands of 
students at colleges around the country who participate in CMF’s moviemaking events, to 
visually capture the stories of those individuals/groups responding to the issue of domestic 
poverty ‘right next door.’ CMF, an international student film festival, provides teams of 
student filmmakers with the latest equipment and training as part of week-long events hosted 
at each participating school. 
 
The Elfenworks Foundation, as a creatively based organization currently charged with the 
mission of bringing domestic poverty to the top of the American agenda, strongly believes in 
the power of film and has been working with the San Damiano Foundation on Faces of 
Poverty. In this 44-minute film, director Gerard Straub puts a human face on poverty, telling 
stories taken from the millions of poor around us – those we perhaps hear about but may 
never see – and hopes to inspire viewers to act. 
 
Says Lauren Speeth, CEO of The Elfenworks Foundation:  “Stories are worth a thousand 
statistics. I can tell you that we are the wealthiest nation in the world, and that research 
found at inequality.com shows that we have the highest level of inequality on the globe 
(other than Mexico and Russia) with 36.95 million of our fellow Americans living in 
poverty. That’s more than the entire population of Canada.  That might not make you feel 
much of anything, but through the ancient art of storytelling we can place a very human face 
on the suffering – and the everyday heroes – right here within our great nation. I see our film 
and the films of the Campus MovieFest as a kind of call and response, providing inspiration 
and new hope to effect lasting change.  We’re heartened by the interest some of our leaders 
in Congress are already taking in Faces of Poverty because we know they will find it a 
useful tool in winning support for their compassionate policy efforts.  And I look forward 
with great expectation to discovering what the lenses of the young filmmakers of Campus 
MovieFest will reveal.”  
 



About The Campus Movie Fest: Like a story from a classic Hollywood film, Campus 
MovieFest (CMF) came from humble beginnings before becoming the world's largest student 
film festival and the premier outlet for today's greatest student filmmakers. In 2000, four 
friends attending Emory University set out to make a difference by providing Apple 
laptops, camcorders, and a week for students to translate their stories onto film. More than 
100,000 students around the world have since participated, receiving all the necessary 
technology and training for free thanks to corporate partners. The 2007 - 2008 CMF Tour 
includes 35 events nationwide featuring 50,000 student-made movies, red carpet finales and 
over $400,000 in prizes.  Additional information and thousands of CMF films are available 
online at www.campusmoviefest.com. 
 
About The San Damiano Foundation: The San Damiano Foundation follows Franciscan 
principles including a concern for social justice, peace and non-violence, “putting the power 
of film at the service of the poor” highlighting the good work of charities to help with 
fundraising and attracting volunteers. The foundation depends entirely on donations for its 
support and is currently working on a film on Uganda’s poor. Films are screened at 
churches, high schools and universities across America and Director Gerard Straub makes 
himself available for speaking engagements. To learn more, visit www.sandamianofoundation.org.   
 
About The Elfenworks Foundation: The Elfenworks Foundation was created in an effort to 
support non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in innovative and unconventional ways. 
We strive to be -In Harmony with Hope- by shining light on causes that benefit humanity. In 
affiliation with U.S. centers of academic excellence, our multi-faceted, creative and 
hardworking team of social entrepreneurs and advisors draws on expertise in 
communications, technology, film, music, law, and business administration to empower the 
nonprofits we serve; we remove obstacles, help strengthen program and business-model 
capacities, build infrastructures, forge alliances, and raise awareness about these 
organizations and our shared agenda. In this way we work in harmony towards our common 
goal of positive, measurable and sustainable change. Our current goal is to ameliorate 
domestic poverty and provide new hope for the disenfranchised here at home. For more 
information, visit www.elfenworksfoundation.org & www.elfenworks.org/film_facesofpoverty.html.  
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